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The Ballard-Hudson History











This historic school campus has a very rich history. Since 1949, doctors, lawyers, educators, businessmen, politicians, scientists, and more have received their secondary educational preparation on these grounds and the tradition of high expectations continues. Built in 1949, Ballard-Hudson Senior High School was the only high school in Macon, Georgia for African Americans in grades nine through twelve. The school represented the merger of two schools: Ballard High School, a private school with roots in Lewis High School, established in 1868 by the American Missionary Association, and Hudson High School, a public industrial high school. In 1970, the same year a federal court required the integration of all public schools in Georgia, Ballard-Hudson Senior High School was reorganized and renamed. After desegregation in 1970, the building changed its name to Southwest High School. In later years, this very site was renamed Ballard B Middle School and Southeast High School. The doors of Southeast High School were closed in 2003.  The building remained vacant until… 





In 2005, the Macon-Bibb County community supported the improvement of facilities across the Bibb County School District by passing an Education Special Local Option Sales Tax which included this new facility and others. The campus remained closed until ground was broken in 2006 to rebuild what is now known as the New Ballard-Hudson Middle School. A committee from the former Ballard-Hudson Senior High School and many other community supporters petitioned the Bibb County Board of Education to preserve the Ballard-Hudson name. The board accepted and the rest is history. The students, staff, and parents voted at school level to keep the former Ballard-Hudson Senior High School's mascot, the tiger, and colors, maroon and white. Gold was added to signify a new beginning.





The New Ballard-Hudson Middle School opened its doors for the first time to students in grades six through eight on December 14, 2007. Eighth grader Amore Jones, Class of 2012 graduate, seventh grader Jamesha Linley, Class of 2013 graduate, and sixth grader Jalecia Jones, Class of 2014 graduate, spoke on behalf of their respective classes as they offered greetings and shared the meaning and purpose of the school's coat of arms after which the students and the school community sang the school's song, Tiger Anthem. After the opening ceremonies on that historic day, Superintendent Sharon Patterson, Tom Hudson, Vice President of the Board of Education-District 5 Representative, and other Central Office staff members entered the building followed by Benjalyn Spann Morgan, Principal, Kenneth Lanier, Assistant Principal, and the student body of Ballard-Hudson Middle School in order of the year they will graduate. Ballard-Hudson Senior High School members entered last to symbolize their protection and support. Students began attending classes in their new facility on January 7, 2008.





The New Ballard-Hudson Middle School was the first middle school in Bibb County to meet Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for three consecutive years. Ensuring achievement and performance and instilling pride, the legacy of Ballard-Hudson continues. 











