	Brief history of Lanier and Central high schools


	

	
	

	
1871
	
The Bibb County Board of Public Education and Orphanage established grammar schools in each ward.
 
	

	1880s
	In the 1880s the “Central High School” name was changed to Gresham High.
 
	

	1913
	Lanier High School was established on Forsyth Street. The site, located near downtown Macon, later became known as the Dudley Hughes Building. The building fell into disrepair and was little used, but was eventually acquired and restored by the Central Georgia Health System, which operates the Medical Center of Central Georgia. The building has been renamed the Lanier Building.
 
	

	1924
	In September, Lanier Senior High School for boys first opened its doors. Lanier High for boys was established on Holt Avenue on the old Willingham Mill site. The Forsyth Street building became Lanier High for girls.
 
	

	1932
	A.L. Miller Senior High School for girls was established on Montpelier Avenue. Lanier for girls on Forsyth Street remained on Forsyth Street as the girls’ junior high school. The photograph at right is an old photograph of the Miller High building, though the stately structure remains little changed and still standing -- though little used.
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	1948
	With increasing enrollments, Lanier Junior High School for boys was built on Hendley Street near Lanier Senior High, and Miller Junior High School for girls was constructed next to Miller High replaced Lanier for Girls on Forsyth Street, which became the Bibb County Vocational Building.
 
	

	1956
	With the opening of Willingham for boys and McEvoy for girls, for the first time Miller and Lanier no longer served all of Bibb County.
 
	

	1965
	Elton Wall became the first Lanier graduate to return as its principal.
 
	

	1967
	On April 17, 1967, Lanier High School burned to the ground. Several youths were later arrested and convicted of arson.
 
	

	1968
	The school was rebuilt. During the rebuilding, the senior high boys reported to school on a split day schedule sharing the old Lanier Junior High with the junior high boys.
	

	1969
	Lanier High School was renamed Central High Complex.
	

	1970-71
	First full year back in the new building. The newly desegregated school was renamed Central to reflect the social change and because of its location in the county. It gained a new name, new colors, and new mascot.
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	1975
Central wins the state football championship.
 
1985
Central wins the state School of Excellence award
 
1997
With the construction of the new Westside High School, many of Central's students were rezoned to Westside. This significantly reduced the size of Central, which led to the closing of the Lanier A building, negating the need for some students to cross a street to attend classes in Lanier A or Lanier B. With the closing and later demolition of Lanier A, where a new Miller Middle School was constructed, Central students were consolidated into one building.
 
2000
Pamela Wacter became the second Lanier grad to return as principal.
 
2005
During the summer of 2005, an alumni association was formed to bring together graduates of Central and the former Miller and Lanier high schools.
 
2007
Demolition of houses acquired by the Board of Education begins in July in preparation for construction of the new Central High School building. Once the new building is constructed, the existing building will be razed. Occupancy of the new building is expected in the fall of 2009.
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